and Roman-that controlled territory of much the same size or larger for the subsequent millennium.
This, of course, raises the question of "how did they do that?" What were the mechanisms that allowed this breakthrough, so that an empire could expand so much larger than any of its predecessors? Generally, the answer to that is accompanied by a yawn. Empires consist of long successions of dynastic squabbles, military conquests, pillaging of defiant enemies, scenes of tribute and gifts by vanquished foes, long defiles of dejected slaves trudging off into exile, and towering monuments to the victors. Assyrian palaces were polluted with this ideological stuff and our popular conception of Assyrians is limited to those kinds of images.Worse for world-systems theory, empires like that of the Assyrians are boring: surplus leads to hierarchical differentiation, which produces tribute within a unified political entity. Expansion extends beyond the ability to support the bureaucracy and splat, the entity collapses (Wallerstein 1976:347) .Trying to breathe some life into the old empire, I propose an answer to the "how did they do that" question, one that that involves innovations in administrative technology, the kind that allowed a world-empire to act like a world-economy, and enabled this growth.
An Invisible Export
In 1973, Harriet Crawford noted the archaeological lack of Mesopotamian exports in the peripheral areas of Syria, Iran, and the Persian Gulf. She attributed this to the fact that Mesopotamia exported "invisible exports," grain, fish, oils, leather goods, and, most important, textiles. As symbolic markers of status, the importance of textiles is now generally accepted. Mesopotamian textiles have been identified as key markers of elite status in peripheral areas of the Near East since the Early Dynastic third millennium and were a key trade item in the well-documented Old Assyrian trade in Anatolia (Larsen 1976).Their importance cross culturally has been demonstrated by scholars like Mary Helms (1992). But I discuss truly "invisible" exports, not simply ones that are invisible because of their absence in the archaeological record.
Administrative technology-also called "technologies of social control" (Lamberg-Karlovsky 1996:93)-has that characteristic of invisibility. In organizing ever larger units, be they kinship groups, empires, trading systems, or multinational corporations, the technology for communication, information management, coercion, and control of physical assets becomes ever more important. We know these technologies began as early as the fifth millennium B.C., maybe even 3,000 years before that (SchmandtBesserat 1992) . Finding better ways of controlling the movement, storage, and management of people, goods, armies, capital, and information has been one of the engines of growth of cores since hierarchy emerged in the earliest world-systems. Limitations in administrative technology constrain the size of empires, as happened in the first three millennia of the Central
